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Address to Templum Fidelis Lodge, No. 746 GRC, BathonSaturday, January 16, 2010byMichael Jenkyns, FCF, PM, Grand Historian
Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels, has identified a project for us to provide support to theCanadian military men and women serving abroad in Afghanistan. Our personnel are helping that populationto exist in a difficult environment made even more challenging by its civil war. The Tim Horton’s Coffee Cardmay be “small potatoes” in terms of price but having myself served abroad, little things from home have animportance greater than the thing or act itself.
As Freemasons we know this action is but a current response to support Canadian military personneloverseas. Lodges have traditionally supported members serving in war zones: remitting dues, providing “carepackages” and looking after the families of serving brethren until their return or even their death overseas.Lodges have provided funds to Canadian war bond drives, funds for war victims and we have even takenin children sent to Canada from war zones like Britain in World War II. It would be fantastic if this were notnecessary.
And perhaps that is part of humankind — a great challenge to make every effort to live together in peaceand harmony although history shows that since the first proto-man crawled out of the ooze on fins he hasfought his fellows with everything from his bare hands to increasingly sophisticated weapons.
As clans and tribes established themselves within territories they found quickly that their survival dependedupon an ability to defend themselves from hostile takeover. They also found that as they increased their sizeand strength they could take over weaker groups. City states expanded into nation states and land armiesand navies became essential for survival.
Thus mother England (later Britain) flexed her wings and moved out around the globe in steps which wouldby deliberate action as well as by accident result in an empire “on which the sun never set.” As Britishmilitary forces were used for organized war and policing actions between the end of the seventeenth andnineteenth centuries, freemasonry was there in military units and it was working. It has influenced theevolution of our system of freemasonry and it has impacted on the settlement, development and growth ofmany countries around the world and particularly here in Canada.
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Freemasonry, in an early form which we might not readily recognize today, existed for a considerable periodbefore June 1717. And our military brethren were there too although the records are scanty and lodges, assuch, were often of an ad hoc nature.
In 1640 the Army of Scotland defeated English Royalists at Newburn and then advanced and tookpossession of Newcastle. In the Scottish Army were several members of the Lodge at Edinburgh whoconvened an emergency meeting and initiated General Alexander Hamilton of the Army along with RobertMoray, the Scottish General Quartermaster.
And then we have the classic case of the initiation of Royalist Elias Ashmole on October 16, 1646, into alodge at Warrington, Lancashire, attended by his father-in-law, Colonel Henry Mainwaring of Cromwell’sparliamentary army. How interesting that men in armies fighting each other under different politicalideologies could come together both for a marriage and also to meet in a Masonic lodge — the latter beingsomething which would be recorded time and time again in the annals of many regiments and lodges overthe next two centuries.
Growth of Empire describes Britain’s expansion around the world between 1685 and 1914. Other countriesaspired to empire and some even tried it. Undaunted explorers seeking only new and uncharted landsbacked up by a global navy able to carry a capable military presence to hold new lands, and a capableand financially sound mercantile class — made the difference.
In this environment travelling military lodges flourished. By the end of the nineteenth century the boundariesof “empires” had been established: Britain and the growing Commonwealth, Germany, France, Belgium andeven Portugal (which did not give up Timor until the end of the twentieth century). By then freemasons inmilitary units had access to an increasing number of stationary (civilian) Lodges and took opportunity of this:we see ambulatory lodges fast disappearing by the advent of World War I.
In this time period there are almost 500 ambulatory or travelling Masonic lodges which can be identified inBritish and colonial (i.e. commonwealth) regiments and garrisons: 50% in the infantry; 17% in the militia;10% cavalry; 8% Royal Artillery; 15% other. 
Of these 500 lodges, we can say that: 212 were Irish; 30 were Scottish; 152 were Antient; 70 werepremier/Modern and 27 were United Grand Lodge of England.
One of the complicating factors in developing this sort of list is that courtesy dictated that when a lodge
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arrived in a new area where a different Masonic authority existed, it would attend on that organization andask to be recognized. Often the senior authority would issue its own warrant as an indication that recognitionhad been extended. Thus the present-day concept of “one lodge — one warrant” doesn’t apply. 
Today there are about a dozen lodges in existence which began their existence in a military unit. In Canadawe have four:! Montreal’s Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1 GRQ (Irish, 1752 as the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues,No. 227, held in the 46th Foot - later the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry; ! Albion Lodge, No. 2 GRQ in Quebec City began life in 1781 as Lodge 213 Antient in the RoyalArtillery in New York and became a civilian and stationary lodge in Quebec in 1829;! St. John’s No. 3 GRQ in Quebec City began life in 1784 as Lodge 241 Antient in the Royal Artilleryin Quebec City and became a civilian and stationary lodge in Quebec in 1813;! Artillery Lodge, unnumbered but authorized by the Antients Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotiaon January 21, 1782 and which is still working as Virgin Lodge, No. 3 GRNS, Halifax.
The first regular military lodge warranted by recognized (or legitimate) Grand Lodges was Irish and the soonrest followed.
(1) Irish: Warrant No. 11 — issued November 7, 1732 held in the First Battalion Royal” (i.e. 1st Regimentof Foot Guards, then serving in Ireland). The Lodge closed and the warrant was returned in 1813. For yourinformation I have a couple of copies of the Warrant to pass around. [Attachment 1]
(2) Scottish: The earliest Scottish travelling warrant (and only the second to be issued after the Irish oneof 1732) was No. 58 — issued August 5, 1747 to hold a lodge in the 12th (Duke of Norfolk’s) Regiment ofFoot.
(3) Moderns: The first English military warrant No. 255 — issued February 15, 1755 by the Moderns’ GrandLodge to hold a Lodge in the 8th (King’s) Regiment of Foot when it was barracked in Kent. The 8th wouldbe in garrison at Fort Niagara in 1758/9 and the Lodge would be contemporary with the first Loyalist lodgein the area, brought by Col. John Butler and his Rangers.
(4) Antients: The first Antients military warrant was No. 41 — issued September 7, 1755 for a Lodge inHoneywood’s (later 57th) Regiment of Foot.
(5) An Aberration: You may be interested to know that the first (and only) military warrant issued by the
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Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada was No. 160, authorized on July 14, 1864. It was issued to QuebecGarrison Lodge. The Lodge affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Quebec A.F. & A.M. in 1873 and had closedby 1880. The best explanation for this Lodge was given by R. W. Bro. Richard Pope, DDGM of QuebecDistrict in his 1864 report to Grand Lodge when he said the Lodge was needed by “. . . the large number ofmilitary brethren, resident more or less permanently in this city [Quebec], and the desirability, in order toencourage a healthy stimulus to emulation and good working, that these brethren should have a Lodge oftheir own, in which they can aspire to elevation and office in the craft, from which they are, by reason of theirtransitory mode of life excluded in other Lodges.”
Our ritual and our manner of doing business has certainly been influenced by military lodges. It is clear frommany surviving records that our tightly regulated world of the twentieth and twenty-first century was not thesame in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
(1) A military lodge could initiate civilians provided there was  no civilian “stationary” lodge nearby. The latterpart of this regulation was often ignored. Regardless, when the military unit moved on it often left a copy ofthe lodge warrant with the civilians, permitting them to exist as a lodge “until such time as they secured aproper warrant.”
The last military-civilian lodge of this type in present-day Ontario was No. 83 IC, in the 83rd Foot. Amongstits many assignments the 83rd was sent to London, Upper Canada, at the end of the 1837 Rebellion to assistin policing the area. This it did, initiating civilians into the lodge as well, and when the Regiment and lodgewere in process of being assigned to York, UC, it assisted its civilian members to form a new civilian Lodge— receiving Warrant No. 209 IC from Dublin.  Is this important? You bet! This Lodge would be one of thefounders of our own Grand Lodge in 1855 and become No. 20 GRC (this Lodge would split into two as Nos.20 and 209A later in life and both are still alive). Readers might recall that both these lodges are permittedto work “the Irish Ritual.”
And we also have the more challenging matter of Sergeant John Batt, Worshipful Master of Lodge 441 ICheld in the 38th Foot. While bivouacked in Boston at the start of the Revolutionary War, Sgt. Batt and hisLodge initiated Prince Hall and thirteen other American Negroes on March 6, 1775. The Regiment (and itsLodge) left America when all British forces left the new United States of America, but it left its civilianbrethren in Boston with a permit to meet as a Lodge, attend Church services and to bury their dead accordingto Masonic tradition. In keeping with the tradition of the time this lodge was considered temporary and wasnot to “make masons” until after it secured a “proper” Grand Lodge Warrant. Prince Hall and his brethrendid just that — they became African Lodge, No. 459, warranted September 29, 1784 by the Moderns GrandLodge — brought in more candidates, split into three lodges . . . and the rest is history. [Attachment 2]
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But before we leave Prince Hall Freemasonry, if you have read the Fall 2008 issue of The Ontario Mason(whose cover shows Master Corporal Andrew Wallace of Tottenham 467) you will recall page 8 carried ashort article about Sergeant Don Scarlett of KAF attending Widows Son Lodge, UD, GL Oklahoma PHFMheld on the field. Few of you may be aware but the spread of Prince Hall Freemasonry across the westernAmerican plains was carried by several PHFM military lodges in the 9th and 10th US Cavalry and 25thInfantry Regiment (these were all black American regiments). And PHFM has spread around the globe, thislatest Lodge at KAF being the best example.
(2) While seven was (and is) “the perfect number” there are documented cases where a military lodge withonly one member could survive and grow. When the 46th Foot returned to England in 1833 after 28 yearsof service in the West Indies, Australia and India it had been decimated as had its lodge, Lodge of Socialand Military Virtues, No. 227 IC. Captain William Lacy of the Lodge requested Dublin to replace the virtuallyunreadable warrant. Grand Lodge agreed provided the names of three living members of the Lodge couldbe provided — and although three names were provided it was explained that only Capt. Lacy was a lodgemember. The Warrant was renewed in any case and the lodge went on to work in Montreal and Kingstonduring the 1840's. By 1846, when the Regiment was preparing to return to Ireland and the Lodge again founditself with only three living members, the three members secured permission from Dublin to transfer thewarrant to retiring and retired military personnel in Montreal who were Masons and who would use it for apermanent stationary lodge. In the end, though, Grand Lodge of Ireland issued a new Warrant with theoriginal 227 number and recognized the new Lodge as an extension of the original one, dating from March4, 1752 but that it was now civilian and stationary. The lodge has continued to work strongly since that time:and exists today as The Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1 GRQ, Montreal having been at one time a “Canadian”Lodge and carried the senior and unnumbered position in our Grand Registry.
(3) Military lodges (not Grand Lodges) and Irish ones at that, were the first to issue masonic certificates tomembers to establish their bonafides. This happened at an early date as the Grand Lodge of Ireland issueda charity regulation in 1739 requiring any brother requesting assistance to prove his bonafides although itwould be 1768 before Grand Lodge required the production of an actual certificate. Lodge Certificate 1780issued to Bro. James Bains is the earliest I have found. {Attachment 3.]
Issuing these certificates was very quickly adopted (highjacked, perhaps) by Grand Lodges. One reason wasto ensure that only properly registered members received them and that when they were produced aroundthe world they would provide a more absolute guarantee that the holder was a qualified mason. Secondly,and possibly the most important reason, was that members had to pay for the certificates and the mailingcosts which were always charged in sterling rates (a major disadvantage for colonial masons). Profits on thetransaction were always generated and used for the Grand Lodge Benevolence Fund. 
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(4) The term “occasional lodge” applies to instances where a group of military personnel, finding themselvestogether on an indefinite assignment and determining that they were masons, would often meet and hold an“occasional” lodge. They would not operate under a formal warrant in many cases, but would record andreport their transactions to their respective Grand Lodges.
The last known “occasional lodge” in Canada that I am aware of met on the banks of the SouthSaskatchewan River in 1884/5. Louis Riel had raised his Metis forces in a second rebellion against Canadaand the Government responded immediately by calling out available military units. They were sent toWinnipeg for deployment to the battlefield. Half were sent on to Swift Current where a major supply basewas established under the command of Major-General John Wimburn Laurie. Laurie was not only a recalledretired senior military officer, but he was, at that precise moment when called up, the Grand Master of theGrand Lodge of Nova Scotia. Thus it was at the Annual Communication of June 1885 a telegram was readfrom the Grand Master advising that he had granted a dispensation to form Wimburn Laurie Lodge, all themembers of which belonged to the military forces. The Lodge was of short and “occasional” duration andwhen the troops left the North West Territories the dispensation was withdrawn.
It would appear from what I have read about recently, that the planned (Ontario) Lodge to be instituted atKAF (Kandahar Air Field), in Afghanistan, will be a similar type. I have been advised that Trent No. 38 willissue a dispensation for a “Lodge of Discussion” and masons will be able to meet in regalia and conductlimited activities in a tyled lodge. Like the Brethren in Boston in 1781 they will not be permitted to initiatecandidates or conduct degrees. BUT, reaching a summit, in masonry as in life, has to start with a first stepno matter how small.
(5) Proliferation of many degrees by travelling military personnel would become commonplace. The GrandLodge of Ireland would take the position that there was no degree higher than that of Master Mason andwould permit lodges to work a wide variety of degrees under the Lodge warrant — in later years issuingRoyal Arch Chapter and Knight Templar warrants carrying the same number as the Craft warrant.[Attachments 4 and 5]
This spread of degrees beyond the three Craft degrees is documented in many places around the globe:Nova Scotia and New Brunswick (1765), Boston 1768-71 and many other parts of the Thirteen Colonies,Gibraltar, American colonies, Dominica, Capetown, parts of India, Tasmania, to name a few.
I would point out that these degrees were much simpler in form than we work today and required littleequipment. The Royal Arch degree would have been a single degree, Malta degree was worked separatelyfrom KT encampments and the Templar degree was a single degree. Military lodges would often work the
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degrees for civilians who had no other access to the degrees.
Time does not permit a review of freemasonry around the world and I will limit my comments to Canada onlyat this time.
Here, freemasonry, like settlement, would arrive on the east coast and would spread westwards, up the St.Lawrence river and across the Great Lakes to the prairies and beyond. Settlement would halt for some timeat the Rockies and both settlement and freemasonry would arrive on the west coast by sea (from Australiaand California) in the mid nineteenth century and spread into the mountainous hinterland.
(a) Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and PEIEarly British settlement here would spread from Annapolis Royal (captured from French force in 1710 byNew England militia forces) and we have an early but regrettably unprovable reference to a possible Lodgedating from 1721 (40th Foot). While we can’t be sure of its date of origin the Provincial GM of all of NorthAmerica, Henry Price, recognized the lodge in 1738 by which time the Lodge was a well known physicalreality in the 40th Foot.
As a counter to Louisbourg and Quebec being in French hands, the city of Halifax was established in 1749as a major port and supply centre (Chebucto Bay) for British and Colonial forces fighting the French. Thefirst lodges here were a mix of colonial military and civilian lodges as well as lodges in regular British units.To attack Louisbourg in 1758 a force was assembled at Halifax consisting of seven regiments, four of whichhad masonic lodges which moved with them. These four Lodges recommended the  Antients Grand Lodgeto issue a Patent which it did to form a Provincial Grand Lodge at Halifax. Maj. Erasmus James Philips ofthe 40th Foot (and Governor Philips’s nephew) was named as Prov. GM of Nova Scotia (an area whichwould include present-day New Brunswick and PEI). These same lodges were also involved in obtainingwarrants for two civilian lodges. On July 26, 1758, Louisbourg was surrendered by French forces and theBritish remained there to replenish themselves for the planned summer 1759 offensive against the frenchforces at Quebec (not the citadel as we know it today, but the original wooden palisaded Fort St. Louis).
Between 1781 and 1790 an influx of Loyalists would spread across the maritime area bringing their coloniallodges with them and they would work closely with military lodges. Nova Scotia Freemasonry would slowlyexpand over time and under the strong and sturdy leadership of Alexander Keith across Nova Scotia, NewBrunswick and Prince Edward Island. It would grow and become, in the late 1860's independent GrandLodges in each of the Provinces.
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(b) New France, Quebec, Lower Canada, Canada East, Quebec
When James Wolfe sailed from Louisbourg in the summer of 1759 to attack the stronghold at Quebec, hetook with him 8 infantry regiments, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 60th (Royal Americans) and theLouisbourg Grenadiers (formed from grenadier companies of 5 infantry regiments). It was carried in anunprecedented armada at a time when British experience here was limited to small frigates attacking up theSt. Lawrence. All aids to navigation had been removed by the French. Charts were unreliable and shipsmasters (including one James Cook) traversed the river in ship’s boats, usually at night, to draw reliablecharts to permit 22 ships of the line and 27 frigates to move as far upriver as Montmorency. In this armywere military lodges accompanying their regiments and within several years the “profane” regiments wouldboast of at least one lodge in each. The battle for Quebec began on the Plains of Abraham on September13, 1759 and on September 18 the city and fort were surrendered to the British.
For us this was an important time because — on November 28, 1759 — English military masons andrepresentatives of six military lodges in the regiments there met in the barrack room within the French fortand constituted themselves into a Grand Lodge. For the later country of Canada and for us a freemasons,this is our first organized, and formal, Masonic Government.
The democratic make up of the “Grand Lodge” (meaning a Provincial GL) can be seen from the facts thata Lieutenant was elected as Grand Master , a Captain as Deputy, a Colonel as SW, an NCO as JW and aSergeant as Secretary.
Between this momentous occasion in 1759 until the demise of the Moderns’ as a masonic force in Quebecabout 1792, this Moderns’ Provincial Grand Lodge would:
! warrant 63 lodges as far west as Detroit and Michilimackinac
! of the 63 lodges, 40 were military lodges and of these 40, two were Royal Navy shipboard lodges(Canceaux No. 5 QR and 224 ER(M) and Vanguard 254A ER(M))
! of the 23 civilian lodges, 12 were in Quebec (5 in Quebec City, 5 in Montreal, 1 in Sorel, 1 in FortWilliam Henry) 9 were in Ontario (3 at Detroit, 2 at Niagara, 1 each in Cornwall, Michilimackinac,Elizabethtown and York), 1 in New Brunswick and one in Vermont.
! of the 63 lodges, four have survived to the present time: Zion No. 1 GRMich in Detroit, Niagara No.
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2 at Niagara, St. Paul’s No. 10 GRQ, Montreal and Lodge of Antiquity No. 1 GRQ, Montreal.
With the demise of the Moderns, the Antients Grand Lodge, following the British parliamentary decision onthe political organization of Lower and Upper Canada, would establish two Provincial GL’s — that for LowerCanada headed by HRH the Duke of Kent and with William Jarvis in UC.
In the case of Lower Canada, between 1792 and 1822 we can track 36 infantry and 1 cavalry regimentholding 51 masonic lodges, the majority of regiments and lodges being here during the War of 1812. By 1822the number of British military units would decrease with peace, increase with unrest (Rebellion of 1837 inUC and 1838 LC) and the Fenian Raids of the 1850s and 1860s and decline thereafter. The number ofmilitary lodges would decrease substantially. But the civilian lodges with which they worked in the provincialGrand Lodge setting from 1792 would continue and grow as two District Grand Lodges (Quebec and ThreeRivers and Montreal and William Henry) and participate in the formation of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.of Canada in 1855 and the Grand of Quebec A.F. & A.M. in 1869.
(c) Upper Canada, Canada West, Ontario
Early Upper Canada settlements were few and far between and policing (such as it was) was provided bya few colonial militia units backed up by some British regular units. King George’s War against the French(aka Seven Year’s War) was carried out by colonial militia and irregular units (the first capture of Louisbourgin 1744 was by colonial forces). Freemasonry in the future Upper Canada was sporadic and lodges heldauthorities from a wide variety of Provincial Grand Lodges. The first masonic lodge at Niagara was aModerns’ one (No. 255, est. 1755) held in the 8th (King’s) Regiment of Foot which had captured the Frenchfort.
I have already noted the appointment of William Jarvis as the Antients’ PGM of Upper Canada. Between1792 and 1822 we have about 37 infantry and 1 cavalry regiment in Upper Canada and 36 lodges may havebeen working — records are incomplete and although the lodges may have existed on paper they may nothave been able to work as regiments assigned companies to various locations. This was particularly trueduring the War of 1812 when distributed observation units (which is what they were) became essential toindicate where larger formations should be assembled for battles (Fort George, Lundy’s Lane, Crysler’sFarm, etc). As a result there would be insufficient numbers of masons to open military lodges. Sometimesmilitary masons could attend a local stationary (civilian) one.
With William Jarvis and his PGL at Newark and York we have 39 lodges known to have worked under localauthority. A split in the provincial Grand Lodge occurring about 1802 would result in a parallel schismatic
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Grand Lodge of Niagara whose six “founders” would grow to nineteen. Out of both organizations we havesurviving member lodges today.
A new Provincial Grand Master would be appointed for Upper Canada by UGLE in London — SimonMcGillivray. His older brother William was appointed Provincial GM of the District of Montreal and WilliamHenry. Time would not be easy from Freemasonry. In spite of the challenges of various negative forces —War of 1812, William Morgan’s disappearance and the anti-Masonic craze which would see ¾ of masoniclodges close and cease to exist, and the rebellions of 1837 (UC) and 1838 (LC) — the Craft would slowlygrow and the occasional British regular military units possessing Masonic lodges would take up assignmentshere and then move on. The formation of St. John’s 209 IC in London whose members had been initiatedinto Lodge 83 IC in the 83rd Foot would be a major force in the formation of our Grand Lodge.
You may be interested to know that between 1847 and 1853 the XXth Regiment of Foot was based atKingston and its Lodge, Minden No. 62 IC, worked regularly, even holding a celebration with St. John’s 491EC (now Ancient St. John’s No. 3) and Duke of Leinster Lodge 283 IC (long since defunct). Visitations withMasons and lodges in Montreal was also a regular part of the lodge program. Minden Lodge, No. 253 GRC,Kingston, proudly perpetuates the military lodge and is named after the mother lodge of its charter Master,Sgt. Patrick Geraghty of the XXth Regiment’s Minden Lodge.
From 1855, Freemasonry has prospered in modern-day Ontario, although today, again, it is under pressureand growth is very slow. This time it is changes in the nature of society.
(d) Manitoba, Saskatchewan
The first Masonic lodge in what is now Manitoba was Northern Light Lodge, Fort Garry, Red RiverSettlement, Prince Rupert’s Land. It was instituted under dispensation dated September 15, 1863 and issuedby the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. The lodge was defunct by 1869. I mention this because the originalWarrant had been issued to members of a contingent of U. S. Cavalry under the command of a Major Hatchsent to Fort Pembina to patrol the area. Failing to find adequate supplies at the Fort, the unit moved on tothe Red River Settlement — a border crossing move taken with the approval of British Authorities as the USCavalry had been sent out against the Sioux. Following this visit by the cavalry, several settlers from the RedRiver Settlement travelled to Fort Pembina and allied themselves with the Lodge. The Nor’-Wester issue ofMarch 17, 1864, noted that “A party from this Settlement proceeded to Pembina . . . to join the MasonicOrder . . . they took the necessary degrees to qualify them to open a Lodge here, which is their intention todo on receipt of a Dispensation from the Grand Lodge, application for which has already been made . . . .”.
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A second Lodge was formed by military masons in the forces assigned to the counter the Riel rebellion whicharrived in April 1870. They requested authority to do so from the closest Grand Lodge — the Grand LodgeA.F. & A.M. of Canada. Dispensation was immediately issued for the formation of Prince Rupert’s Lodge (No.240 GRC, No. 1 GRM, now Northern Light and Prince Rupert’s Lodge, No. 1 GRM). This was quicklyfollowed by requests to form four more Lodges: Lisgar in Winnipeg (No. 244 GRC), Assiniboine in PortageLa Prairie (No. 251 GRC, defunct 1871), The International in North Pembina (No. 252 GRC, defunct 1871)and Ancient Landmark in Winnipeg (no. 288 GRC now No. 3). The Grand Lodge of Manitoba was formedon May 12, 1875 by representatives of Nos. 240, 244 and 288. Facing challenges of various kinds that GrandLodge has grown and moved forward.
And all the while Major-General Wimburn Laurie would sit in his occasional lodge with his brethren on theshore of the South Saskatchewan river.
Although the Grand Lodge of Manitoba would provide the support for the growth of Freemasonry inSaskatchewan and Alberta, the presence of military lodges would have been replaced by the late 1880's bythe North West Mounted Police and the RCMP. In 1894 dispensation was granted by the Grand Lodge ofManitoba to form North West Mounted Police Lodge meeting in the NWMP barracks in Regina. The Lodgewould become No. 61 GRM and then No. 11 GRS with the formation of the Grand Lodge of Saskatchewanin 1906.
Brethren, I have mentioned already the good news that Trent Lodge, No. 38, will be sponsoring a “Lodge ofDiscussion” at Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan which will double the number of North American MasonicLodges in that country. While this new Lodge may have limited authority for the things it can do, it willprovide a quiet place for members of the Craft serving there to meet. By rejuvenating and perhapsstrengthening the “internal man” of those who would take advantage of this new facility, we may in a smallbut meaningful manner expand the positive results of having a Canadian presence in Afghanistan.
Mankind may have existed in a virtual state of war since its creation. But it has been contained thanks to thevisions and actions of those who seek not just to make good men better, but to extend that opportunitythroughout the world. I hope that I have shown, briefly and interestingly, that Freemasonry has been activein the military and, as units moved, Freemasonry has spread around the globe.
Thank you all for your kindness today and, Worshipful Master, thank you for your hospitality.
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Attachment 1The first military Warrant

[Courtesy of Grand Lodge of Ireland]
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Attachment 2Transcript of the Charter of African Lodge, No. 459 ER(M)
TO ALL AND EVERY

Our Right worshipful and loving brethren: We, Thomas Howard, Earl of Effingham LordHoward; etc.; Acting Grand Master, under the authority of His Royal Highness, Henry Frederick,Duke of Cumberland, etc.; Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honourable Society of Free andAccepted Masons, send Greeting:
Know ye that we, at the humble petition of our Right Trusty and well beloved brethren,Prince Hall; Boston Smith; Thomas Sanderson; and several other brethren residing in Boston, NewEngland, and North America do hereby constitute the said brethren into a regular Lodge of Freeand Accepted Masons, under the title or denomination for the African Lodge, to be opened inBoston, aforesaid and do further; at their said petition and of the great confidence reposed in everyone of the said above named brethren hereby appoint the said Prince Hall to be Master; BostonSmith, Senior Warden; and Thomas Sanderson, Junior Warden for the opening of said Lodge, andfor such further time only as shall be thought by the brethren thereof, it being our will that this, ourappointment of the above officers, shall in no wise affect any further election of officers, of saidLodge as shall be consistent with the Grand Laws of the society, contained in the Book ofConstitutions; and we hereby will, and require of you, the said Prince Hall; to take special care thatall and every, the said brethren are to have been regularly made Masons and that they doobserve, perform, and keep all the rules and others contained in the Book of Constitutions; andfurther, that you do from time to time cause to be entered in a book kept for that purpose, anaccount of your proceedings in the Lodge, together with all such Rules, Orders and Regulations asshall be made for the good government of the same that in no wise you omit once in every year tosend to us for our predecessors, Grand Masters, or Royland Holt, Esq., our Deputy Grand Masterfor the time being an account of your said proceedings and copies of all such Rules, Orders andRegulations as shall be made as aforesaid, together with the list of the members of the Lodge, andsuch sum of money as may suit the circumstances of the Lodge and reasonably be expectedtoward the Grand Charity.
Moreover, we will, and require of you; the said Prince Hall, as soon as conveniently maybe, to send an account in writing of what may be done by virtue of these presents.
Given at London under our hand and seal of Masonry, (SEAL) this 29th day of September,A. L. 5784 A.D. 1784 by the Grand Master’s command.

R. HOLT,Attest:-William White, Grand Secretary. Deputy Grand Master.
[Source: Runnals, The Coloured Man in Freemasonry, p. 11.]
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Attachment 3Certificate for Bro. James Bains

[via R. W. Bro. Keith Cochrane and G. L. I. Archives]
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Transcript of Certificate for Bro. James Bains
The Wor. Master, Wardens & Secretary of Lodge No. 236held in His Majesty’s 53  Regm . of Foot and on the Registry ofrd tIreland Do Certify that our trusty and well BelovedBrother James Bains was Initiated a Member of our MostS E A L Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted MasonsS E A L as an Apprentice, passed to a fellow Craft and on One S E A L (unreadable) Rais’d to the Sublime Degree of a Master MasonS E A L Therefore we Recommend him to all the Registered LodgesS E A L Dispersed over the face of the Earth We having paid all hisDues to the Grand Lodge.Given under our hands and Seal James Dunlop Masterat our Lodge room in Sorel Robert Neill Sen . Wardenrthis 29  Day of Decemb. 1780 Paul Murphy Jun .th rand in Masonry 5780.

TO All Whom it mayCONCERN John Jones, Secty.
[Transcribed by S. M. Jenkyns.]

     It should be noted from the scanned original on the preceding page that it is unclear what the wordsare along the left side of the page where “S E A L” appears.
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Attachment 4Royal Arch Certificate issued by RAM Chapter held under authority of Warrant No. 11 IC

[Source: W. Bro. Ray Sheppard.]
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Attachment 5Knight Templar Certificate issued by under authority of Warrant No. 11 IC

[Source: W. Bro. Ray Sheppard.]
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