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Thank you Bro. Sean Peré for the fulsome introduction.  I consider it a singular honour to be invited to address the members of Templum Fidelis Lodge.  On one hand, as the second speaker of the day, I am in the unenviable position of following an excellent address you, Bro. Senior Steward, have given in the lodge.  On the other hand, I have the distinct honour of being what may be considered the warm-up act for the Grand Master who will address you at the Consecration of the Lodge when you next assemble in June.

When I informed the Worshipful Master that the topic I had chosen to speak on would be “Curiosity Killed the Cat – but Satisfaction Brought it Back” he tried, rather unsuccessfully, to hide his concern that I was not taking the occasion to address the Brethren of Templum Fidelis seriously.  Hopefully, in the next few minutes, I may be able to allay his fears.  We must always take the Craft seriously, but never ourselves.

I am aware that an after-dinner speech is supposed to be light and entertaining, an aid to digestion.  It has been said that an after-dinner speech should be like an after-dinner mint – refreshing, compact, and serve a purpose.  In Edwardian days it was the time when the gentlemen withdrew with cigars and port.

· A reporter interviewing Sir Winston Churchill asked what circumstance in his life was the most difficult challenge he had had to face.  The old statesman replied: “To climb a ladder leaning towards you, to kiss a girl leaning away from you, and third, to give an after-dinner speech.”  

· As we are now in the midst of the spring round of District receptions for the Grand Master, which many of you will attend, I notice that it has become common custom for the committee on arrangements to announce the social hour preceding the dinner dignifying it as a ‘Symposium.’  The term is derived from the Greek, and literally translated means, ‘drinking together.’  By retaining this ancient classical tradition, it makes it much easier to return to the table after enjoying a few drinks to explain your unsteadiness when your wife asks where you have been and what you have been doing, by saying, “At a symposium, my dear, at a symposium.”

By designating the festive board at these meetings The Agape, adopting the Greek word for love, a degree of decorum and seriousness beyond the usual after-dinner speech is implied and called for.  The term has its origin in the meals observed in pagan and Jewish circles – a formal fellowship meal of friends that emphasized the fact of a community gathered at the table in spiritual fellowship.  There is historical evidence that the ‘Love Feast’ was observed by the Essenes at Qumran, and by the early Christians.  Separate from the “commemorative token meal,” the Eucharist, the Agape, “a genuine meal,” had its own rituals.  In modern liturgical use, the Agape is considered to symbolize unity. 
  Used in Masonic lodges, where ‘the utmost extensions of fraternal feeling and affection which can exist between man and man is expected to be displayed amongst the brethren,’ the term Agape – Love Feast is indeed apt.  Therefore, in this context, perhaps I may be forgiven for choosing a serious subject and treating it seriously.

· Following one of the early performances of his great masterwork, the oratorio ‘Messiah’, Georg Friedrich Händel called on Lord Kinnoull, known in his day as a patron of the arts.  His lordship complimented and lauded the composer on ‘the noble entertainment’ which he had enjoyed.  With great courtesy, but without condescension, Händel replied: “My lord, I should be sorry if I only entertained them.  I wish to make them better.” 
   

While I posses neither the musical genius of the great Händel, nor the innate ability to make a person better, I would like to share some personal thoughts about Freemasonry as I understand it.  It has been said that the hardest task in the world is to think!  I cannot tell you how to think, and I will not presume to tell you what to think, but I hope that in the next few minutes I can give you something to think about.  

Both from my reading of their published reports and articles and in conversation with Masonic leaders in other jurisdictions, there is common agreement that the major problem facing Freemasonry today is not declining enrolment, but a lack of real understanding of the profound meaning of Freemasonry among its members.  To this end, I suggest that every Speculative Freemason should ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the opening verses of the Book of Proverbs, the oldest of the poetic ‘wisdom’ books of the Hebrew Scriptures.


“To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive the words of understanding; To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice and judgment, and equity; To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.  A wise man will hear; and will increase learning; and a man of understanding will attain unto wise counsels.  My son, attend unto my wisdom and bow thine ear to my understanding; that thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge.” 
 

As I approach the prospect of becoming Grand Master, elected by my brethren to act as ‘the chief head and ruler of the Craft’ in Ontario, I believe that our future depends upon the premise contained in that ancient text: Get Knowledge – Get Wisdom – but with all thy getting, Get Understanding.  No one in this room should be surprised when that theme is restated and frequently emphasized during the next two years.  One of the tenets stated in the manifesto issued by the Masonic Restoration Foundation coincides exactly with that theme: “Masonic meetings should be dedicated to attaining deeper understanding of Freemasonry.”  If I correctly understand the purpose of this and other Lodges of Traditional Observance being instituted around the world, that is the raison d’être and inspiration implied in your motto: Lux Lucis in Obscurum – The Light shineth in darkness, and symbolized by three lighted candles in your seal. 
  Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961), the Swiss psychiatrist wrote: “As far as we can discern, the sole purpose of existence is to kindle a light in the darkness of being.” 

We read in Holy Scripture that “No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light. “  Luke 11: 33

An ancient sage has said that, “It is wisdom to know others; it is enlightenment to know one’s self.” (Lao-Tzu – 6th century BCE) Whenever I am privileged to witness a Second Degree, when congratulating the Candidate, I always ask, “Where does the Winding Stair really lead?”  It is sometimes necessary to pose a few more questions to direct his thinking to the heart of the matter.  “Why does the Winding Stair ascend in a counter clockwise direction?”  “Where is the Middle Chamber located?”  You, my Brethren, will know the answer is given to the first question put to the Entered Apprentice when proving his proficiency in the First Degree.  That is the reason I believe that the Second Degree is the most important Degree in Masonry, because, properly understood, it contains the essence of the entire philosophy of our Noble Science and Royal Art.  

‘What is the predominant wish of your heart?’  From beginning to end, the quest for Light runs like a golden thread though the whole tapestry of Freemasonry in all its degrees, rites and orders.  “Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord” is the constant prayer of every Mason.  As the heir to all the ancient mysteries, the accumulation and consolidation of the wisdom of the ages, Freemasonry is, and always has been, an initiatory order providing a carefully devised system for self-improvement.  The words KNOW THYSELF were inscribed above the portals of the ancient sanctuaries of initiation.  Every Mason true to his high calling is engaged in the work of self-transformation.  Through a process of self-examination, self-discovery, self-analysis, self-realization, and self-fulfilment Freemasonry provides Light to the serious devotee of the Craft along the way to knowledge of himself.  It was Balthasar Gracian (1601-1658) who stated the basic premise: “Self-knowledge is the beginning of self-improvement.” 

How is a man ‘made a Mason?’ and ‘when is a man a Mason?’ are two questions that come to mind.  Initiation is intensely personal and solitary.  Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961) reminds us that, “You cannot teach a man anything; you can only help him to find it within himself.”  Each man must find his own way along the path leading to higher consciousness.  John Matthews, one of the mystics of our own time, writes: “There are as many possible paths to the Grail as there are roads to Rome, and every one of them is valid. … There is a common language, a mode of consciousness, almost a secret sign which can be read and recognized by all who are similarly engaged. … Yet much as these views differ, they are one in their belief in the Grail as a guide, counsellor, helper, and as gateway to the interior life. … The Grail is a point of direct contact with a spiritual and supernatural realm.” 

The principles upon which this Traditional Observance Lodge has been founded, if exploited fully, will provide a unique opportunity to restore and practise the real purpose of Freemasonry.  Again I refer to the stated Tenets: “Sufficient time must be given to candidates between degrees for intellectual study, contemplation and self-transformation. The candidate must demonstrate progress in his understanding of Freemasonry before being advanced to the next degree. The candidate must also be able to demonstrate positive changes in his character prior to becoming a Master Mason. Every newly raised Master Mason must feel that he has grown intellectually and spiritually through his Masonic experience.” 

The challenge facing the Worshipful Master and his Wardens, and in the years ahead, their successors in office, will be how to put principle into practice – how to achieve and maintain the ideal expressed in the Tenets you espouse.  First, you must be convinced of the value of that which you are trying to preserve.  As time goes by, never permit the mundane and the material to take precedence over the philosophical and spiritual.  All too often, the Brethren in some lodges are diverted from what ought to be the prime object of their endeavour, and the focus of their attention is placed on the inconsequential, their energy expended on the insignificant, and their time wasted on the immaterial.  Political agendas, ulterior motives, and personal ambitions must never be allowed to pervert or distract.  To devise ways and means to achieve the ideal will require both determination and perseverance.  The end will justify the means.   

The stated Tenets are concerned mainly with the preparation, nurture, qualification and advancement of candidates from their admission to Master Mason.  Attaining the rank of Master Mason ought not to be considered the end, but rather the beginning of a life long course of study.  There is truth in the statement, ‘when you stop learning, you stop!’  A Master Mason’s Certificate is a license to practice Freemasonry. It has always been my contention that all of us as Speculative Masons, regardless of rank and title, are dedicated to learning and improving our Craft.  Rather than ‘scholars,’ I like to think that we are ‘students.’  In this sense we are all ‘apprentices.’  Robert Frost once said, “Education is hanging around until you’ve caught on.”

Patterning itself on the classical academy, this lodge could become a centre of learning where open discussion, free from fear of censure, is stimulated and encouraged in an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect on topics restricted only by the rules of propriety.  It was John Milton (1608-1674) that suggested “Where there is much desire to learn, there of necessity will be much arguing, much writing, many opinions; for opinion in good men is but knowledge in the making.”  Freemasonry is, and always has been, an educational institution – ‘Education and Masonry are synonymous terms.’  I urge you to practise the ideal envisioned by Bro. Manly Palmer Hall (1901-1990): “Masonry is a university, teaching the liberal arts and sciences of the soul to all who will attend to its words.  … Its chairs are seats of learning; its pillars uphold the arch of universal education, not only in material things, but also in those qualities which are of the spirit.” 
 

It may be idealistic and wishful thinking, but I would like to believe that if our members fully understood what it means to be a Freemason, and put into practice what we preach, the disruptive and divisive issues that all too frequently arise in lodges and come to the attention of the Grand Master, Grand Secretary, and Deputy Grand Master would never occur.  Alas, the world of Freemasonry is not always an ideal world; at times, Masons with the best intentions can be all too human.  Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) recognized the reality of human frailty when he suggested that “It is easier to write ten volumes of philosophy than to put one principle into practice.”  While the lesson of the ashlars reminds us that there will always be a gap between principle and practice, to minimize that gap ought to be our constant care.  Ideas are a dime a dozen; the people who put them into action are priceless.

All of which brings me at last to the topic I announced at the outset for these musings: Curiosity Killed the Cat, but Satisfaction Brought It Back.  I suggest that ‘Curiosity’ holds the key, and if I were to choose a text to support my contention, none better could be found than this by Albert Einstein (1879-1955) “The important thing is not to stop questioning.  Curiosity has its own reason for existing.  One cannot help buy be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of life.  It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every day.  Never lose a holy curiosity.”  There is no evidence that Einstein was a Freemason, but what I have quoted above gives further proof that all ‘Masons’ are not always enrolled as members of a Lodge.

When the learned Pythagoras coined the word ‘philosopher’ he defined the term as ‘one who loves wisdom.’  Throughout the centuries since his time, there have been innumerable attempts to expand the meaning of the term.  Abraham Joshua Heschel suggested that, “Philosophy may be defined as the art of asking the right questions.  … The answers are questions in disguise, every new answer giving rise to new questions.”  In other words, if you have all the answers, you haven’t asked all the questions.  

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) writing at the time when Freemasonry was being revived by the formation and institution of the first Grand Lodge in London, England, caught the spirit of intellectual inquiry characteristic of his age: “Curiosity is one of the permanent and certain characteristics of a vigorous mind.”  Two centuries later, Bro. Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) expressed the same concept in these lines that we all recited as schoolboys:

“I keep six honest serving-men

(They taught me all I know);

Their names are What and Why and When

And How and Where and Who.” 

Surely that is just what we mean when we charge the Entered Apprentice to make ‘a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge’ and encourage the Fellowcraft ‘to extend his researches into the hidden mysteries of nature and science.’  “Curiosity is the doorway that stimulates growth, joy, and expansion and allows you to remember who you are.” – ‘Emmanuel’  To engage in questioning, to explore the esoteric, to discuss and debate the timeless and timely verities will always make Speculative Freemasonry relevant to men in every age. 

The pervasive and ubiquitous question at the heart of Freemasonry is ‘WHY?’  It is the key to the mysteries and privileges we promise to every Initiate.  Bro. Walter Leslie Wilmshurst (1867-1939), writing more than eight decades ago, defined Freemasonry as “a philosophic and religious system expressed in dramatic ceremonial” and encapsulated the philosophy of Masonry: “It is a system intended to supply answers to the three great questions that press so inexorably upon the attention of every thoughtful man and that are the subject around which all religions and philosophies move: What am I? Whence come I?  Whither go I?” 
  

It may be necessary here to point out that when Bro. Wilmshurst uses the term ‘religious’ in his definition, we might better substitute the word ‘spiritual.’  For many young men entering through the West Gate today, Freemasonry will become their Lectio divina – their ‘spiritual practice.’  As speculative Masons we should be able to comprehend what Pierre Teilhard de Chardin meant when he wrote: “Like the meridians as they approach the poles, science, philosophy and religion are bound to converge as they draw nearer to the whole.”


I commend the founding members of this lodge for the noble purpose to which it is dedicated: “to teach good men to subdue their passions, to become masters of themselves, and to become better men.”  I urge you to press toward the mark of your high calling.  Quoting Einstein again, “Never regard study as a duty, but as the enviable opportunity to learn to know the liberating influence of beauty in the realm of the spirit for your own personal joy and to the profit of the community to which your later work belongs.”

· When P. T. Barnum opened his museum of curiosities and exotic animals in New York long lines of curious people formed outside waiting to be admitted.  Fearing that these long waiting lines would discourage his patrons, and to encourage those already inside to keep moving through the exhibits, Barnum placed a large sign at the end of an inside corridor which led to an exit door to the street which was printed in large letters: ‘TO THE EGRESS.’  Well, at this point in the evening I am sure that some of you are not only looking at your watches, but are also looking for the way out. 

I read somewhere that there are two things every speaker should bear in mind: one, speak up loudly so that the audience can’t fall asleep; two, do not speak so long they can’t stay awake.  And so I will conclude on a ‘happy’ note.  Bro. Alexander Pope (1688-1744), the English poet and satirist, writing in the eighteenth century defined ‘happiness’ in these lines:


O happiness!  Our being’s end and aim!


Good, pleasure, ease, content!  Whate’er thy name:


That something still which prompts th’ eternal sigh,


For which we bear to live, or fight to die. 

Once in every year we are reminded that “the chief point in Freemasonry will be attained” when we “endeavour to be happy ourselves and, communicate that happiness to others.”  May your endeavours be crowned with success and may you enjoy much happiness and satisfaction in your Masonic labours.

APPENDIX

The Masonic Restoration Foundation and its members believe deeply in the following tenets regarding Freemasonry:

· Freemasonry is foremost an initiatic institution, the main purpose of which is to teach good men to subdue their passions, to become masters of themselves, and to become better men. 

· In keeping with the understanding that Freemasonry “makes good men better,” a man should only be initiated into the Masonic Order if he is good and is capable of being made better. Determining the qualifications of men seeking admission is an essential aspect of upholding the integrity of our ancient institution. 

· Ritual must always be performed in a solemn and dignified manner. All efforts must be made to provide the most meaningful initiatic experience for each candidate. 

· Sufficient time must be given to candidates between degrees for intellectual study, contemplation and self-transformation. The candidate must demonstrate progress in his understanding of Freemasonry before being advanced to the next degree. The candidate must also be able to demonstrate positive changes in his character prior to becoming a Master Mason. Every newly raised Master Mason must feel that he has grown intellectually and spiritually through his Masonic experience. 

· Masonic lodges and their members must be active in Freemasonry. Masons have traditionally come together to seek fellowship and fraternity in a common pursuit of virtue. Lodges should be large enough to be efficient, but small enough for all the brethren to closely know one another. 

· Lodges should engage in communal dining in a ritualized atmosphere as frequently as possible. Holding an Agape or Festive Board after meetings provides the final element to a complete Masonic evening. Table Lodges and Feasts of Saint John offer opportunities to observe important Masonic traditions with the larger Masonic community. 

· Masonic meetings should be dedicated to attaining deeper understanding of Freemasonry. Presentation of lectures, poetry, music, and discussion of the arts, philosophy and history all play an important role in furthering the aims and growth of a Masonic lodge and its members. 

· Freemasonry emphasizes the values of duty and service and Masons are expected to attend all meetings, and if unable to do so, provide the lodge with notice of absence in advance. This rule ensures active participation, keeps Masons actively connected to their brothers and their lodge and cultivates personal responsibility. 

· Serving in a Masonic Office is a privilege and not a right. Officers of Masonic lodges must be elected and appointed based on their merit. Officers must be able to demonstrate their qualifications to execute the duties of their office and ability to make the necessary time commitment. 

· The Master of a Masonic lodge must be well versed in Masonic teachings and traditions, be a proven leader and possess a character worthy of respect. 

· The improvement of the individual is the most fundamental aspect of improving society. 

© 2008 Masonic Restoration Foundation 
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